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Tweedsmuir Park, between Bella Coola and Burns Lake in British Columbia. Embracing an area 
of 3,456,000 acres, it is the largest scenic park in North America. . 4 


——Photo by Dominion Photo Co. 


Here are the Vancouver radiotelephone operators whose combined efforts in handling ‘‘rescue” 
calls helped to save the lives of the crew of the tug “Eagle Six”, which foundered in heavy seas and 
sank off Winchelsea Islands on November 21. Pictured at the radiotelephone switchboard in the Long 
Distance office, they are, left to right: Miss Gladys Warnock, senior operator; Miss Lois Coates, super- 
visor; and Miss Pat Morris and Mrs. Barbara Moir, operators. See story on page 10. 








—Photos by Dominion Photo Co. 
While Ken Cowper, of Marine-Pacific maintenance, insists that his real hobby is radio, he is also 


an expert builder of doll houses as these photos testify. The young lady in the pictures with Ken 
is Sheila Halford, daughter of C. W. Halford, district commercial manager, Vancouver, for whom 


Ken made the house. Other doll houses built by Ken have been donated to the Red Cross for money- 
raising purposes. 
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—Photo by Artona 


Participating in the recent Rotary Ice Carnival, Vancouver, was Miss Frances Matthews, Hastings 


operator and a member of the Connaught Skating Club. She is pictured here in her costume for the 
Victory Court number. 








Growing chrysanthemums is a popular pastime of a number of members of the telephone family. 
At the left is an array at the Point Grey Chrysanthemum Show, including a first-prize bloom 
exhibited by Fred Tremblay, repair shop foreman. The picture at the right was taken in Fred Trem- 


blay’s back yard, with Tremblay (left) and Cyril Pritchard, special representative of the Bank of 
Montreal, standing behind the display. 
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And here are more ‘mum growers. At the left is Alfred Gray, of the building department, with some 


of the ‘mums in his garden. At the right is Alfred Preston, of repair shop, with the trophy he won for 
having the best aggregate of points at the Kingsway Show. 


Concert singer, actress, pianist and linguist is Miss Treva Kemble, Bayview senior operator, pic- 
tured above, in scenes from ‘To the Ladies”, and right, from the Stanley Park production of ‘The 
Tempest’. Music now ranks as her major interest. She won first honors in the dramatic soprano 
class, B. C. Musical Festival, 1938, and is a graduate of the Royal Schools, London, England. While 
holidaying in California recently, she was guest soloist in the Santa Monica auditorium. A pianist, she 
sometimes plays her own accompaniments. She speaks French, German and Italian. 
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—Photo by Dominion Photo Co. 
Toymaker Tom Brett, development engineering clerk of the executive assistant’s office, with his 
son, Michael, in the Brett workshop. 








—Photos by Duncan Macphail 


Victoria vocalists. Miss Thelma Gaetz, left, and Miss Marion Mitchell, both of the Victoria 
operating staff, are members of concert parties that entertain the armed forces. For five years Miss 
Mitchell has been singing with a group that represents the United Scottish Society. Miss Gaetz 


is a member of the Triangle Concert Party. 





—Photo by Duncan Macphail 


Another Victoria operator who devotes her off-hours to entertaining: the armed forces is Miss 
Vera Woods, above, who is pianist for the Music Makers. 





—Photo by Charles West 

Miss Jianina Natzvly, of the collections department, Vancouver, one of the city’s rising young 

violinists. She is a member of the Vancouver Junior Philharmonic Orchestra, and has also done solo 

work on the concert stage. A student of languages, she speaks French and her native Russian, in 
addition, of course, to English. 











Most popular sport with Miss Marjorie Smith, 
Victoria operator, above, is roller skating. A 
former Vancouver operator, serving at Glenburn 
and Hastings, successively, Miss Smith has been 
a member of the Victoria operating staff since 
last October. 
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—Photos by Duncan Macphail 


A badminton champion is Mrs. Marjorie 
Temple, Victoria operator, pictured here with 
some of her trophies. She was a winner of the 
Pacific Northwest Y.M.C.A. Championships 
(ladies’ doubles and mixed doubles) three years 
in succession. 





—Photo by Duncan Macphail 


Here's a glimpse into the commercial office at Duncan. At the right is Miss Patricia Mowbray, 
agent, and at the left, Miss May Tombs, her assistant. 
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Long Distance Load in ‘44 Set New Record 





ONG DISTANCE circuits of the British 
[° Columbia Telephone Company carried 
the heaviest load in the history of the 
system in 1944. Of calls handled that orig- 
inated in areas embraced by the company’s 
system, the 19-44 total was 3,430,982, as com- 
pared with 3,038,971 in 1943, the previous 
high mark. 


These figures do not include calls that 
originated outside the British Columbia Tele- 
phone Company’s system, for which the com- 
pany has-no records. 


The number of calls handled, of course, is 
far in excess of the total of calls actually 
completed. 


As in other recent vears, the total number 
of toll calls handled each month in 194-4 was a 
record for that particular month, with the 
all-time peak being reached in August, usually 
the high month for long-distance business. 
Christmas Day set a record for a single- 
day total. 


Following are the comparative month-by- 
month figures for originating toll calls handled 
in the British Columbia Telephone Company’s 
system in 1943 and 19-44: 


1943 194-4 

JaMary veces 222,574 240,942 
Pebruary occ 200,971 231,131 
NEATOW, hue cnctsnaiiuces 231,029 261,706 
PTLD Fs cecccscosinncanceide 239,264 264,343 
EGNG scconnnne castes 244,995 285,888 
SAUTE caldiivtnsertandacctusg ck access 259,602 297,767 
BML YE. sneeethniertapizelotetadeic 297,331 329,153 
AM SUSE .csteedenastanis! 300,297 340,142 
September ..................... 269,322 306,725 
OGCODEE 43. eee ee 254,753 291,942 
November ou... 240,390 272,761 
December 0.0.0.0... 278,443 308,482 

EOUA oenie tretties 3,038,971 3,430,982 


Local Calls Exceed ‘43 Total 


Trarric in local calls during 1944 showed 
an increase over the preceding vear, 1943, 
but fell short of the total for 1942, which was 
the all-time high. 


Calls per average business day in 19-44, in 


the Vancouver-New Westminster area, to- 
talled 625,926. The 1943 figure was 622,823, 
while 1942, the record year, had 635,318. A 


month-by-month comparison of calls per aver- 
age business day in this area, for 1942, 1943 
and 1944, follows: 


19-42 1943 19-44 
January ............... 728,802 651,476 608,388 
February ............ 639,394 637,576 598,993 
March occ. 670,338 600,775 622,158 
April occu 647,332 623,521 643,789 
May crccmnesnenneue 627,100 631,224 627,583 
DUNG oeeiieek teed 605,233 600,521 619,444 
JULY ccm 620,304 614,075 610,060 
AUBUSE occ 600,468 590,906 592,682 
September ........... 621,053 639,080 629,674 
October o..0..000.... 608,525 620,805 640,981 
November ........... 607,948 621,814 655,278 
December _........... 647,319 636,125 662,076 
Ave. for year... 635,318 622,283 625,926 





When Can I Get Service? 





By Brian R. Brann 


District Sales Manager, Vancouver 


We would like to be in a position to say just 

How long it will be before 

Each application on our files 

Now held due to lack of facilities will be 
completed. 


Commodities such as automobiles, radios, 
washing machines, ete., | 

Are more than likely to be available yery soon 

Now that hostilities are nearing an end in 
Europe. 

It is unfortunate that telephone service is. not 
one of these commodities. 


Getting back to anything like normal con- 
ditions, 

Even after the war is over, will 

Take time, due to necessary reconstruction 
work. 


Suggesting the possibility that the 

End of the war will bring immediate 

Relief to all outstanding applications on file 

Virtually spells wishful thinking. 

It is necessary to advise applicants that to 

Create facilities required to supply service 

Entails a vast programme that will require 
some time to complete. 
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Radiotelephone Saves Three Lives When Tug Sinks 


HE lives of Captain Jack (Sonny) 

Bruno and the two other members of 

the crew of the 60-foot tug Hagle Six 
were saved by radiotelephone, when the tug 
sprang a leak and sank in heavy seas near 
the Winchelsea Islands, about eight miles 
from Nanaimo, at 7.35 p.m., November 21. 

Saved, in addition to Captain Bruno, were 
Jack McNab and Charles Carlisle. 

Vessels that sped to the rescue were the 
Nootka Packing Company seiner Snow Prince 
and the Nanaimo ‘Towing Company's tug 
Arbutus. Radiotelephone operators who 
handled the calls for help were: Miss Lois 
Coates, supervisor; Miss Gladys Warnock, 
Mrs. Barbara Moir and Miss Pat Morris. 
See photo on Page 1. 

The crew were taken to Nanaimo aboard 
the Arbutus, where they caught the Canadian 
Pacific steamer for Vancouver and home. 

At 6.08 p.m. on November 21, the Magle Six 
‘alled CZO, Vancouver (the call letters of 
the radiotelephone switchboard in the Long 
Distance office, Vancouver), and asked for 
any boat in the area around the Winchelsea 
Islands to come to the rescue, as the Lagle Six 
was taking water badly and the pumps had 
failed. 

Five minutes later, at 6.13, the Snow Prince, 
which was then in Nanoose Bay—six miles 
away—answered, and, after ascertaining the 
approximate position of the doomed craft, 
sped to the rescue. 

The operator had said: “Calling any boats 
in the area of the Winchelsea Islands.” The 
skipper of the Snow Prince had replied: “I’m 
in Nanoose Bay.” 

“Tug Eagle Six in distress,” 
operator. “Go ahead Lagle Six.” 
the skipper of the 
stricken vessel was 
put in direct tele- 
phone contact with 
the Snow Prince. 

The Snow Prince 
ploughed through a 
storm to reach the 
Eagle Six at 7.25, and 
the tug Arbutus, 
which had also been 
contacted, arrived 
soon after. The Kagle 
Six sank 10 minutes 





said the 
And then 





Thanks to the radiotelephone, three 


after the arrival of the first rescue ship. It 
was held by lines from the other two vessels 
until it was apparent that the situation was 
Then the Hagle Six men were 
taken aboard the Arbutus. 

The near tragedy gave an “I Was There” 
experience to Bert Abram, radio and toll rep- 
resentative. At least, Bert was “there” to 
the extent that he was listening to radio- 
telephone calls on his home radio in West 
Vancouver on that particular evening, and 
heard this real life radio drama. 

“It gives you a very helpless feeling,” said 
Bert later, “sitting there in the comfort of 
vour home, while only 35 miles away three 
men are battling a rough sea, wind and rain, 
not only for the preservation of their ship 
but for their very lives. But the radiotele- 
phone, with alert operators, once again dem- 
onstrated its inestimable value by bringing 
about their rescue.” 

pie ge 


hopeless, 


Liverpool Learns of Miss Hawley’s Hobby 
Wuen Miss Doris K. Kemp, an employee of 
the Automatic Telephone and Electric Com- 
pany (Liverpool, England), saw a picture of 
Miss Bernice (Bunny) Hawley, Alma oper- 
ator, and her match packet collection in the 
last July-August TeLepHone 'TAvLk, it in- 
spired her to make a few contributions to 
Miss Hawley’s collection. They were en- 
closed in a letter to the editor of ‘TELEPHONE 
Tak, and were forwarded to Miss Hawley. 

Miss Kemp’s letter follows: 

“T am secretary to Mr. F. C. Burstall of 
Automatic Telephone & Electric Company, 
Liverpool, and hence have an opportunity of 
reading your publication TELEPHONE ‘TaLk 
every other month. 

“In your July- 
August edition there 
is a picture of a Miss 
Bunny Hawley (Alma 
operator), who col- 
lects match packet 
tops, under the head- 
ing “Hobby Lobby’. 
Perhaps you would 
be good enough to 
pass on the enclosed 
contributions to her 
collection and wish 
her the best of luck.” 


were 
rescued from this tug, the Eagle Six, before she 
sank off the Winchelsea Islands on November 21. 


MLE 
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Never Late for Work in 38 Years as Operator 


ISS ANNIE GILMAN, member of 

the Information staff, Vancouver, 

and the British Columbia Telephone 
Company’s oldest operator in point of service, 
has retired on pension. She served the com- 
pany for 38 years and enjoys the proud 
record of never having been late for work. 

An Information operator for the past 26 
years, it is estimated that she handled over 
2,000,000 inquiry calls during that time. 

Miss Gilman was born in London, England, 
and came to Canada with her parents, first 
settling on Nicomen Island, near 
Chilliwack. Soon the family 
moved to Vancouver, then to 
Seattle, residing in the latter city 
for five years. Miss Gilman's 
telephone career actually started 
in Seattle, where she was first 
employed as an operator. 

Her association with the 
British Columbia Telephone 
Company began on December 21, 
1906, when she was employed as 
a local operator, working first in 
the Empire Building on Hastings 
street. Miss L. Murray was 
then chief operator, and H. Kent 
was manager. When the tele- 
phone office was moved to 555 
Seymour street in June, 1907, 
Miss Gilman was transferred 
with the rest of the staff. She 
became an Information operator 
at Seymour in 1918, and when 
the Information office was shifted 
to Bayview 20 years ago, she 
moved along to that building, con- 
tinuing to serve there until her 
retirement on December 1, 1944. 

In addition to a vast number of legitimate 
Information calls—that is, inquiries for tele- 
phone numbers—Miss Gilman has handled an 
extensive assortment of questions, embracing 
practically every subject under the sun. Tor 
the odd queries, the Information operator has 
a standard reply: 

“We do not have that information.” 

According to Miss Gilman, some of the com- 
monest questions she received and for which 
she did not “have that information” included: 





Miss Annie Gilman, the B.C. 
Telephone Company's oldest 
operator in point of service, 


who has just retired. 
by Charles West. 


“Which is the best hotel to stay at?” 
“What's on at such-and-such theatre?” “Who 
won the ball game?” “Where’s the fire?” 

Consternation in homes when mother’s 
away has been reflected in calls to Miss Gil- 
man, with an anxious child calling to ask 
“Where's mummy ?”’, and a desperate husband 
‘alling to say, “How do you cook carrots?” 

The worst stumper was propounded by the 
person who asked for the telephone number 
of a “Mr. Smith, who has just moved here 
from Calgary.” 

In the course of her telephone 
career, Miss Gilman has watched 
Vancouver “grow up’. When 
she joined the company the city 
had just one telephone building: 
today, in the Greater Vancouver 
area, there are 15 central office 
buildings alone. She recalls that 
when Woodward's store was built 
on Hastings street, some people 
insisted that it “too far 
away”, 

On the occasion of Miss Gil- 
man’s retirement, a tea was held 
at Killarney on December 9, with 
the members of the Information 
staff as hostesses. Guests of 
honor, in addition to Miss Gil- 
man, were her sister, niece and 
cousin, respectively, Mrs. E. R. 
Clarke, Miss M. Clarke and Miss 
A. Ensor; N. G. Fitchpatrick, 
general trafic manager; A. J. 
Jack, assistant general traffic 
manager; and E. Stuart Dickson, 
district traffic chief. 

Mr. Jack presented Miss Gil- 
man with a purse, the gift of 
many telephone friends, past and present em- 
ployees of the company. On behalf of the 
Ex-Tel-O Club, Mrs. Grace Huggett, the 
president, presented Miss Gilman with a 
quilted house coat. After the presentations 
had been made, the gathering joined in sing- 
ing “For She’s a Jolly Good Fellow”. 

Mrs. J. Fortune, the former Alberta Rad- 
cliffe of Information, came from Renton, 
Washington, to attend the tea. 


During the afternoon Mrs. J. 
(Continued on Page 20) 
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Telephone Troubles 


By Francis ALpuam, in The Vancouver Daily Province 


HEY have been pouring into B. C. by 

the tens of thousands, the new residents 

in this province by the sea, during the 
past six years. Most of them have asked for a 
telephone of their own. Few of them have 
been able to get it. There is a waiting list of 
more than 10,000 names on the telephone 
company’s books, and not even the company 
can estimate just when these names will be 
transferred to that useful compendium of 
addresses we call the ’phone directory. 


The B. C. Telephone Company and _ its 
associated companies have issued a_ small 
booklet giving some of the reasons why new 
subscribers must meekly wait and murmur 
not. It is a deprecating little document, and 
because it is full of honest argument, it need 
not have been so apologetic about it all. 
For considering the handicaps, the companies 
have given remarkably good service in the 
last few feverish years. 


* %%8 ° 


The book’s compilers ask us to remember 
that telephone facilities went to war right at 
the beginning of contest. Communications 
are an essential part of war, in the head- 
quarters of the forces, in war factories, in all 
the necessary branches of the war effort. 
Long ago, governments everywhere placed 
telephone equinment on the restricted list for 
civilian use. Where instruments and wiring 
were already installed, it was possible to 
leave things pretty much as they were. Where 
new instruments and wiring are necessary, 
establishments necessary to war’s prosecution 
naturally get first attention. 


Private lines have been turned into party 
lines. The cables that stream up and down 
streets and lanes are loaded to their utmost 
capacity. If one of them passes our back 
door, we learn, that is no assurance that 
another little ‘phone can be added to it for 
our convenience. The cable is probably over- 
loaded already. | 


Persons taking over a house or apartment 
can not get the already installed ’phone trans- 
ferred to their name. There are already so 
many scores and hundreds who have been on 
the waiting list for a long time. We can not 
take that handy contrivance, the upstairs ex- 


tension, with us when we move because ex- 
tensions are a luxury in a world all too short 
of instruments and wire. Perhaps it was a 
little selfish of us to have the extension there 
so Jong. 

* * % 


A private line may mean that end-instru- 
ments and some miles. of precious wire are 
kept waiting to carry the occasional message 
transmitted over it. Telephone facilities are 
definitely rationed. The government has some- 
thing to say how they shall be used. It is 
safe to assume that the telephone companies 
would like to expand in this time of expan- 
sion, giving all the facilities that might be 
asked for and making as much monev as 
they can. 


Instead they are compelled to say, a little 
sadly: 


“If you are not a subscriber now and wish 
to obtain ‘non-essential’ residence service, you 
should make your application now in order 
to get your name on the waiting list. We have 
no way of knowing how long you will have 
to wait before we reach your name on the list.” 


A vast quantity of telephone equipment has 
gone to war. The elaborate system of com- 
munication which girdles the world is keyed 
to battle. Machines that made them for 
civilian use are now under the lords of war 
production and the men who manned them are 
either fighting or plying their skills for the 
war effort. | 


Meantime we can go on dialing a borrowed 
‘phone and making the best of what still is, 
after all, a fairly good service in an essential 
feature of our daily lives. 

~~ ——______ 


Victor Valentine a Prisoner 


Pitot Orricer Vicror VALENTINE, R. C.- 
A. F., peacetime employee of the switchboard 
construction staff, Vancouver, who had been 
reported missing overseas, is now revealed to 
be a prisoner of war. 

PO Valentine is the son of Mrs. Gwen Val- 
entine, of +910 Blenheim street, and his 
father, Gilbert Valentine, former B. C. Tele- 
phone employee, has been a prisoner of the 
Japanese since the fall of Shanghai. 
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Forty Miles of Telephone Bills 


Reprinted from the December, 1944, issue of Western Business and Industry. 


ORTY miles of ‘phone bills—approxi- 

mately 142,000 bills—-are printed every 

month by the British Columbia Tele- 
phone Company’s revenue accounting de- 
partment, Vancouver, and mailed to telephone 
users throughout the company’s system. 

Head of this department is the revenue 
accountant, Blair G. Jardine, who has under 
him a staff of nearly 100. The supervisory 
group consists of Monte G. Butler, chief 
clerk; Miss Peggy Love and Jack Phillifant, 
subscribers’ account supervisors; Miss Caro- 
line Reid, in charge of control clerks; Miss 
Hope McGirr, in charge of the billing room, 
and Mrs. Helen Marston, in charge of the 
Addressograph room. ‘The 
department occupies spa- 
cious, soundproof quarters 
consisting of an entire floor 
of a downtown telephone 
building (75x120 feet), 
illuminated by some 400 
Huorescent light tubes. ‘The 
ceiling is soundproofed 
with Celotex, supplied by 
Dominion Sound Equip- 
ments Ltd. 

Chief mechanical factor 
in the production of the 
telephone bills is an Ad- 
dressograph machine, sup- 
plied by the Addresso- 
eraph-Multigraph Sales 
Agencies. A roll of paper 
is placed in the electrically- 
operated machine, and the 
paper emerges as subscrib- 
ers’ bills, with the form of 
the bill, the 
name, address, and tele- 
phone number, the date and 
monthly rate all printed by 
the one machine. 

Not only does the Ad- 
dressograph address the 
bills, but all of the neces- 
printing and cutting 
are accomplished in a 
speedy continuous opera- 
tion. Bills can be turned 
out by this machine at a 
rate of 2,100 an hour, or 


subscriber's 


sary 


- 


Blair G. Jardine. 





revenue accountant, 


35 bills minute. Actually, there are 
8,400 impressions per hour, four being re- 
quired for each bill, which is divided into 
four stubs. 


every 


The blank paper which blossoms forth in 
bills is supplied in rolls 20 inches in diameter. 
Approximately 30,000 bills can be produced 
from one roll, 

The paper roll is suspended on roller bear- 
ings and is fed automatically into the machine. 
First, the paper passes under a self-sharpen- 
ing knife and is cut to exact bill size. The 
cut paper quickly travels along on moving 
tapes to the point where it receives, through 
a ribbon, the impressions of the Addresso- 
graph plate, which prints 
the name, address, tele- 
phone number and monthly 
rental. Again it moves on 
to the unit where the other 
information is printed from 
nickeltvype made in cylin- 
drical form. Finally, a re- 
verse stacker at the end of 
the machine piles the bills 
in exact numerical order. 
The use of a special quick- 
drving ink permits the 
handling and further use 
of bills soon after they are 
printed. 

Plates for the Addresso- 
graph are embossed on a 
Graphotype machine, also 
supplied by the Addresso- 
eraph-Multigraph Sales 
Agencies. 

When bills are completed 
by the Addressograph, 
each one is in a strip of 
four stubs. They are then 
forwarded to a group of 
girls known as subscribers’ 
account clerks, who add 
additional charges, toll, 
etc., if anv, and total the 
bill. Each bill is then cut 
into three sections—one of 
two and the others 
of one stub each. The two- 
stub mailed to 
the subscriber. One of the 


stubs 


section 1S 
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others is sent to the company’s collections de- 
partment, in order to have a record of the 
account there, and the other is kept by the 


revenue accounting department and placed in 
a file. 


Subscribers’ account clerks receive toll in- 
formation from the billing room, also a part 
of the revenue accounting department. Bill- 
ing room clerks receive an average of 290,000 
toll tickets a month from the Long Distance 
office. From the information on these tickets, 
members of the billing room staff type the 
vellow toll statements for subscribers, using 
billing machines supplied by Remington Rand 
Ltd.—a typewriter with an automatic adding 
attachment which totals the amounts as they 
are typed. 

After the bills have been enclosed in win- 
dow envelopes they are fed to a Pitney- 
Bowes metered mail machine, which prints a 
stamp on cach envelope, the denomination of 
the stamp being set by the operation of small 
levers. It will print amounts from one cent 
to one dollar. If the flaps of the envelopes 
are left extended, the machine will dampen 
and seal them. Operation of the machine is 
at the rate of 175 envelopes stamped and 
sealed a minute. 


When a subscriber pays his bill at the 
downtown Vancouver business office, for ex- 
ample, he turns in two stubs to the cashier, 
who records his payment on both stubs, by 
means of a National cash register. One stub 
is returned to the subscriber as his receipt. 
The other is sent by the cashier to the revenue 
accounting department, with the total of the 
day’s collections. The revenue accounting 
department sorts the returned stubs, balances 
them with the cashier’s record, and then posts 
to the accounting stub file. 


Other types of machines used by the rev- 
enue accounting department include Bur- 
roughs adding machines and calculators and 
Felt and Tarrant Comptometers. 





Fifteen Years Ago 








(From TELEPHONE Ta.K, January, 1930) 


TrELEPUONE T'aLk embarked on its twentieth 
year with the January (1930) issue. It made 
its first appearance in January, 1911. 

* % % 


The private manual branch exchange, 
through which the B. C. Telephone Com- 


pany’s interdepartmental telephone communi- 
cation in Vancouver had functioned since 
1919, was replaced with an automatic branch 
exchange on December 14. Al Hunter was 
the installation foreman. 


x + 


With George Knowles, former sales man- 
ager, Vancouver, taking a new position with 
the Independent Sales and Engineering Com- 
pany, George Simpson became the new sales 
manager. The latter was succeeded as chief 
clerk to the general commercial superin- 
tendent by L. J. Pryce. Brian R. Bland was 
appointed chief clerk to the local manager. 

xk & 

Miss H. L. Montgomery, Seymour chief 
operator, was appointed to the newly created 
post of special data supervisor of the traffic 
enginecring department. She was succeeded 
by Miss J. V. Booth. A third appointment 
was that of Miss L. Watson as chief clerk 
to the district traffic superintendent. 


*¥ & 


A devastating wind storm, sweeping south- 
ern British Columbia on Christmas Eve and 
early Christmas morning, caused the most ex- 
tensive tic-up of long-distance telephone 
service in the B. C. Telephone Company’s 
history. It put 75 per cent of the company’s 
toll circuits out of order. 

* & & 

(From Trec.eErHONE Tak, February, 1930) 
PrepaRATORY work on the new all-cable tele- 
phone connection between Vancouver and 
Victoria was nearing completion, and_ the 
laying of the two trans-gulf submarine links 
was scheduled as the next step. 


+ + * 


First commercial ship-to-shore telephone 
service was opened on December 8 with a 
call from New York to the liner Leviathan, 
about 200 miles out on the high seas, Europe 
bound. 


x* + 


Trans-Atlantic telephone service was ex- 
tended to Rome, Italy. 

* * 

An Airedale dog found its way behind the 
counter of the towntown commercial office, 
Vancouver. 

“J suppose you have a routine to cover dogs 
behind a counter,’ a witness asked Brian R. 
Bland. 

“Yes,” said Bland, “I would issue a ‘take- 


> 2? 


out. 


Harold Morse Has 


N Englishman who became a Parisian 
chauffeur, a Canadian prairie farmer 
and an electrician in Wales, and who 

stopped in Dublin, Ireland, long enough to 

marry an Irish girl, has retired from the 

telephone business in Vancouver, after 34 

vears of service. 

He is Harold William Morse, 
whose telephone career was spent in the re- 
pair shop where he served in a supervisory 
capacity from 1931 until late in 1944. 


most ot 


Other high spots in Harold’s international 
background must include a trip to New York 
where, as he puts it, “I spent all 
my money,” and the fact that he 
got a job with the B. C. Tele- 
phone Company on St. Patrick's 
Day, 1911—-on the recommenda- 
tion of an Irishman. 


Harold Morse 
Bream, Gloucestershire, and 
Lydney of the same county was 
the scene of his first employ- 
ment — with a hardware firm. 
Then the automobile industry 
caught his fancy and he took : 
course in repair work with a 
London firm. 

The year 1904 saw him in 
Paris, where his brother was 
head of G. W. Wheatley & Com- 
pany, shipping agents. While 
there, Harold got a job as chauf- 
feur for a wealthy American, 
Walter B. Rice. He returned to 
England the following year. 

He crossed to the United States in 1906, 
spent a little time and a lot of money in New 
York, and then went to visit relatives in 
Niagara County. He worked on his relatives’ 
peach farm for six or seven months, and then, 
tiring of that, set out on a harvesting excur- 
His next work was 


was born in 


~ 


sion to Moose Jaw, Sask. 
in the stores department of the C. P. R. in 
Moose Jaw. In 1909, he returned to the Old 
Country. He was employed by the Westing- 
house Electric Company, engaged in electrical 
construction work in South Wales; was mar- 
ried in Dublin, Ireland, in July, 1910, to 
Miss Emma Harriett’ Cadle; and then re- 
turned to Canada in 1911. 
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Harold Morse as caught by 
the camera of George Baxter. 


~t 


Been a Man of Many Countries 


He had a brother, Charles, engaged in the 

transfer business in Vancouver, so this time. 
Harold—accompanied, of course, by his wife 
‘ame right out to the coast. 
On March 17, 1911, he joined the B. C. 
Telephone Company as storeman at 555 Sey- 
mour street. 
Seymour, in the old Helmcken street building, 
and at plant headquarters, until 1916 when 
he was transferred to the repair shop. Except 
for brief periods as a maintenance man at 
Seymour, [Fairmont and Bayview, he con- 
tinued to serve in the repair shop until Sep- 
tember of last year. For the bal- 
ance of 1944, he had a temporary 
maintenance assignment in North 
Vancouver, and he retired on 
January 1. 





He continued as storeman at 


Harold Morse has one daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Thomas E. Payne; one 
son, George, with the Imperial 
News Company, and two grand- 
children. His main interest is 
gardening. Roses, in which he 
specializes, have won him many 
prizes. 

He has saved every issue of 
TELEPHONE TALK since 1914. 





Fellow employees—over 50 in 
number—-gathered at a dinner at 
the P. A. Club on March 9 to bid 
farewell to popular, highly re- 
spected Harold. Fred Tremblay 
presided, and William Skilling 
and Norman Adkins had charge 
of arrangements. On behalf of 
the assembly, Ernie Cole presented the part- 
ing gift, a pen and pencil set. 
Ee 


Ray Sutton Now Captain 

Mr. anp Mrs. W. B. Sutton, 2226 West 
Twelfth avenue, Vancouver, have received 
word that their son, W. R. (Ray) Sutton, 25, 
serving in Italy, has been promoted to cap- 
tain. Ravy’s father is a member of the build- 
ing department staff of the B. C. Telephone 
Company. 
Crerk: “Here's a pretty card with a lovely 
sentiment: “To the only girl I ever loved.’ ”’ 

Sailor: “Fine. I'll take a dozen.” 
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New Honors for Employees Overseas 








Davidson, 
Empire Medal. 


Wren Petty 


awarded the 


Officer Jean 
B rit ish 


recently 


B.E.M. for Jean Davidson 

REN Petty Officer Jean Davidson, 

peace-time employee of the revenue 

accounting department, Vancouver, 
has been awarded the British Empire Medal 
for her “tact, cheerfulness, efficiency and 
devotion to duty” while serving as recep- 
tionist, transportation and accommodation 
clerk in the office of the Canadian Naval 
Mission Overseas, 

Wren Davidson is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. A. A. Davidson, of Port Washing- 
ton, B. C. She has one sister, Mrs. George 
A. Rogers, of Vancouver, and one brother, 


Bruce Davidson, of the R. C. M. P. 


* * * 


D.F.C. for Eddie Cliff 

or “great gallantry in the performance of 
his duty”, Flt. Lieut. Edward G. (Eddie) 
Cliff, R. C. A. F., peace-time employee of the 
switchboard construction department and a 
brother of Wesley Cliff, of Bayview main- 
tenance, has been awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross. 

The citation on which this award was made 
reads as follows: 

“This officer is a navigator who has been 
engaged in anti-shipping operations off the 
Dutch and French coasts. He has at all times 
shown a very high degree of courage in the 
face of the enemy. On the night of July 7, 





1944, he was navigator of an aircraft detailed 
to attack a large enemy convoy. Despite 
heavy and accurate anti-aircraft fire the at- 
tack was pressed home and the bombs dropped 
precisely in the correct place. After the 
action, in an endeavor to obtain accurate 
information, the aircraft was flown through 
the convoy at a low level in the face of heavy 
fire. On another occasion this officer partici- 
pated in an attack on a convoy, during which 
six runs were made over the target to ensure 


accuracy. During all his sorties this officer 
has shown a high standard of skill and 
courage.” 

x * * 


O.B.E. for Major Byrnes 


Masor Henry Judson Byrnes, whose wife is 
a member of the Nelson operating staff, has 
been awarded membership in the Order of the 
British Empire, military division. 

Major Byrnes was released from intern- 
ment in Vatican City last June, where he 
sought refuge after escaping his German 
captors in Sicily. A former member of the 
Seaforth Highlanders at Vancouver, he joined 


Mit, Lieut. and Mrs. Edward G. Cliff. 


Mit. Lieut. 


Cliff was Distinguished 


recently awarded — the 
Flying Cross. 


> 





the Army Reserve 
Corps in 1937 at Cal- 
gary, following his 
transfer there. He 
went overseas in May, 
19-40. 
* * 
Fit. Sgt. Johnston 
in News 

Fur. Ser. John John- 
ston, son of ‘Tom Jolhn- 
ston of the Bayview 
maintenance staff, Van- 
couver, and a grandson 
of John 
former building super- 
intendent, figured 
prominently in recent 
news dispatches from 
overseas, telling of 
damaging raids on Ger- 
man transportation. 

Said The Vancouver 
é Sun in its issue of Feb- 
Major Henry Judson le cays 
Byrnes, O.B.E., whose sal a: 
wife is a member of “Fit. Set. John John- 


the Nelson operating ston, Vancouver, in the 

staff, mid-upper gun turret 

of one raiding bomber, 

gave a 400-round burst from his guns as a 

Nazi FW-190 closed in on the bomber with 

all guns blazing. ‘The Nazi plane burst into 
flames and screamed earthward.” 

* * 


Social Call 

Nor long after a recent visit home to Van- 
couver on embarkation leave, Pte. Charles 
“Chuck’’ Mellish, 
son of C. W. Mel- 
lish, of toll) main- 
tenance, met several 
German prisoners of 
war at an eastern 
point. He got into 
conversation with 
one who spoke ex- 
cellent English. 

“Where are you 
going?” asked the 
German. 

Fully cautioned 
about disclosing 


Johnston, 








army movements, 
Chuck replied: 
"Pe Berlin, of 
course.” 
Fritz beamed. 


Sat.-Pilot Robert Smith, 

R.C.A.F., son of Robert 

BE. Smith, general fore- 
man, Nelson. 
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“That is where I 
come from,” he said. 
“Will you look up 
my mother when vou 
get there? Here is 
her address.” 


* * * 


FO MacGillivray 
Wins D.F.C. 
FO Joun J. Mac- 


Gillivray of Kaslo, 
whose award of the 
D.I.C. was recently 
announced, is the 
brother of Miss 
Irene MacGillivray, 
of the Trail 
mercial staff. 

FO MacGilliv- 
ray was born in Sandon, received his educa- 
tion in Kaslo, and for six months before his 
enlistment in the Fall of 1941 worked for the 
CG. M. & §; at Trail. 
February, 19-43. 

His mother, Mrs. M. G. MacGillivray, of 
Kaslo, is visiting in the east. One sister, Mrs. 
QO. Christenson, resides at Nelson, and a third 
sister, Mrs. C. Spiers, at Kimberley. Two 
brothers live in Nova Scotia. 

* * 


The Man on the Cover 


ur. Lizur. Gorpon M. Smiru, D.F.C., son of 
Robert Smith, general plant foreman, Nelson, 
whose picture ap- 





Charles (Chuck) Mellish, 
son of CW. Mellish, of 
Com- toll maintenance, Van- 
couver. 


He went overseas in 


pears on the cover 
of this issue, has 
made a notable rec- 
ord asa fighter pilot. 
He has downed three 
planes, damaged 
three planes, de- 
stroyed or damaged 
65 motor transports, 
destroyed or dam- 
aged several trains, 
and completed 156 
operational trips, of 
which 148 were over 
enemy territory. He 
is 22 vears of age 
and a brother of 
Set.-Pilot Robert 
Smith, whose pic- 





PO John J. MacGillivray, 


DEC... brother of Miss 
lrene MacGillivray, of the 
Trail commercial staff. 


ture appears on this 


page, 
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A Few Lines from the Front Lines 





(Teveruonrt TatKk here presents portions of let- 
ters trom telephone employees—in one case from 
the son of a telephone employee—on active service. 
For most of the letters TeLeruone ‘Tack is in- 
debted to Ralph Spicer, New Westminster, and 
Stuart Telford and Gordon Little, of Vancouver, 
members of the special committee of the Van- 
couver branch, plant division, of the Federation 
ot Telephone Workers of B. C., who periodically 
send cigarettes to members overseas. ) 





THK. H. R. Miller, son of Russ Miller, 
of the repair shop, writes: 

“Although I have never been an em- 
plovee of the company, TreLerpnonre TALK 
holds a great deal of interest here for myself 
as well as nearly all the gang in the platoon, 
most of whom come from small towns in 
interior B. C., so it’s not an uncommon thing 
for the fellows to know someone mentioned 
or pictured, I’ve received quite a number of 
issues through the medium of my dad, Russ 
Miller, whom you probably know. 

“T shall try and give you a short picture of 
life here in Italy insofar as the Canadian 
soldier is concerned. At the present time the 
weather is bad, everywhere there 
is mud, and lately we've had a 
great deal of rain. I needn't 
say how it is fighting under those 
conditions; it’s just tough. It 
would be a great surprise, 
though, to the average person in 
Canada to see how comfortable 
we can make ourselves with 
what we have. 

“T’'ve watched a poker game 
going unconcernedly on, while 
shells are dropping uncomfort- 
ably close. I think most of us 
here go into action with the idea 
of obtaining one of three things, 
either a Jerry Luger, a set of his 
field glasses, or a camera. 

“The summer here in Italy is 
grand, the sun is shining all of 
the time, and we are able to get 
a great deal of swimming and 
sports. I believe that I have 
eaten more of a variety of fresh 
fruit this past year than I have 
at any other time in my life. It’s 
simply a matter of stepping into 





Russ Miller, repair shop, 
Vancouver. 


an orchard and getting grapes, oranges, 
peaches, nuts, watermelons and many more. 

“The average soldier gets along very well, 
the civilians are friendly and most of us have 
acquired enough of the language to under- 
stand or to make ourselves understood any- 
where we go. 

“The foremost thoughts in our minds are: 
First, to get the war finished and take the 
next boat back to Canada and our families: 
I think home politics run a close second; and 
lastly, all of us are very interested in the 
rehabilitation scheme. 

“In closing, and although somewhat late, 
I should like to extend my best wishes for the 
New Year to everyone, with a special bouquet 
for those of you who help to make the Tak 
possible.” 

%¥ # * 
Sigmn. George Downie, of the Canadian 
Army, formerly of Vancouver construction, 
writes: 

“Received your package with 300 cigarettes 
which I thank you for, and you can tell every- 
body at the Telephone Company 
I was asking for them. I re- 
ceived a letter from Geo. Tyre 
today, and he was telling me that 
he arrived in England safe and 
sound, and he tells me that a 
few of the telephone boys are 
with him. Stan Finlay, Plum- 
mer, Stephenson are with him, 
and they seem to like England. 
We are having our exciting times 
over here, as the last few days 
Jerry planes have been coming 
over and besides dropping bombs 
he likes to machine gun us, but 
let me tell you I am never the 
last man in the ditches. So far 
I have been very lucky and I am 
still touching wood.” 

* * * 


Lieut. J. C. Sowerby, R. C. N.- 
V. R., formerly of switchboard 
construction, writes: 

“A few lines to wish vou and 
all the chaps at work a very 
happy Christmas and New Year. 
Would certainly like to be back. 





“The festive season will be more than 
dull, as we are at sea, and will be over 
both holidays. However, there will be 
a great saving on bromos and_ those 
other remedies that alleviate pain. 
Seems to be a bright side to everything. 

“We are ambling along at about the 
same clip. Plenty of time at sea with 
too short periods ashore. Have a few 
days’ leave occasionally, which we 
usually spend in London or Dublin, 
kicking the old gong around, then back 
to work to get healthy again. Quite 
a cycle. 

“Must close now and go to work— 
it’s nearly 2400 hours. You guessed it, 
still on the old graveyard.” 

* * * 


Fiyinc Orricer George H. K. Bege, 
R. C. A. F., formerly of switchboard 
construction, writes: 

“It is for receiving the May and June 
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Mit.-Sgt. Bo HW. Fraser, now with the R.CLA.F. overseas, 
and his father, Captain Hugh Fraser, R.CLN.R. 


Captain 
recently rejoined the Werrisdale maintenance 
staff, Vancouver, after distinguished service in this war 
with the Royal Canadian Navy and the Merchant Navy, 


lraser 


TeLepuone Tatk and 300 cigarettes 
that I wish to convey my sincerest 
thanks. ‘These I received yesterday. The 
cigarettes were sent by Mr. R. Spicer of New 
Westminster. 

“As this is the first Terepuonre Tak I 
have received over here, it gave me great joy 
to read of some of my old colleagues. When 
we read of the chaps we used to work with it 
seems to bring us much closer to home. It 
also makes us realize what a fine group of 
chaps they were. 

“While I was working in the switchboard 
construction department, I made friendship 
with fellows whose spirit is second to none.” 

* * 


Marjory Grant, R. C. A. F., 
formerly of Vancouver maintenance, writes: 

“Surprised—at long last here is the prom- 
ised letter. I was just thinking about the old 
days and the telephone company, so figured 
I'd better get my first letter started. 

“T’m really enjoying the life over here— 
lots of places to go and lots of really good 
stage shows to take in. Our work is quite nice 
and I’m living out, which makes things much 
nicer, too. 

“T saw Ross Heidman a few months back. 
Still the same old Ross, but he’s really doing 
well for himself. Then plus that, who ‘phones 
me up a couple of weeks ago but Bill Doch- 
arty. Still the same old Bill, too. He was 
saying that Georgia (Mrs. Docharty) is back 
in’ Vancouver — what 


CORPORAL 





is she doing now? 


successively, 


Georgia's brother is working around here, and 
I run into him quite a lot. 

“How is everyone at work? Write and 
give me all the dope, eh? Say ‘hello’ to every- 
one for me. 

“Is Earl Wintemute the same as ever—I've 
often thought of him and his imitations of 
planes diving down and the crump of a bomb 
landing, when I've been flat down on my 
stomach praying the bombs are going to land 
just a little bit away. Little did I think in 
those days I'd have a front row seat to the 
real thing. We've had a few bad scares— 
windows blown out, plaster down and doors 


blown off, ete., but we've than 
lucky.” 


been more 


* * * 


[./Cexi. Frank Owston, of the Canadian Army, 
formerly of New Westminster plant, writes: 

“Yes, I still receive cigarettes from the 
Association, and do appreciate them. I’m 
afraid we fellows over here will find it a very 
expensive pastime, smoking, when we get 
home. 

“We have had quite a go this time, but 
now with so much bad weather things are 
very quiet. 

“Some of the boys have had seven days’ 
leave in Rome and say it’s a good go. I think 
it’s about the only city in this country worth 
going to. 


(Continued on Page 27) 
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Welcome Home 


TELEPHONE TALK “welcome home” to 
the following employees of the B. C. Tele- 
phone Company and associated companies, 
who have rejoined the telephone system after 
service with the Armed Forces: 


Ssavs 


Employee Department 


Boulding, Sydney C. 
Course, Rodney W. 
Empey, Hubert 
Evans, John 

Fraser, Hugh W. 


Repair Shop 

Repair Shop 

North Plant 
Building 

Vanc. Maintenance 
Graham, Wilfred Vanc. Construction 
Gibbs, Robert A. Vanc. Construction 
Hardy, Frances M. (Mrs.) Hastings Traffic 
Jackson, Andrew B. Nanaimo Plant 
Kemble, Jean R. (Mrs.) —_ Invermere Traffic 
McCartney, Robert Vanc. Construction 
McCormick, Thomas Nanaimo Plant 
McDougall, William Nanaimo Plant 
Mclntyre, Katherine Ocean Falls Traffic 
Madden, James A. New West. Plant 
Mallett, Eric Vanc. Commercial 
Mitchell, Gordon A. Vanc. Maintenance 
Palliser, William V. Victoria Plant 
Patey, Ledlie C. Exec. Asst.’s Office 
Perry, Dennis B. Victoria Plant 
Rickson, William E. Vanc. Maintenance 
Sims, John E. Repair Shop 

Syme, William R. Victoria Plant 


The Pioneer Trail 


By Jack C. Hemer 





(This column is devoted to the activities of B.C. 
Chapter No. 538, Telephone Pioneers of America, 
News items of interest to Pioneers are requested 
and should be sent to the secretary-treasurer, 


Jack C. Hlemer, 555 Seymour street, Vancouver.) 


Art our good wishes with Life Membership to: 


Miss Annie FE. Gilman. Albert Miller and Harold 
W. Morse. 

Welcome to New Chapter Members: 

Mary E. Lloyd, Victoria traffic; J. Fletcher Win- 
ter, engineering; Arthur Wall, maintenance; John 


S. Halse, executive assistant’s office; Harry F. 


Lake, maintenance; Arthur Pollard, maintenance: 
Hector F. Urquhart, maintenance; Gordon F. 
Little, switchboard construction; J. King Cavalsky, 
maintenance; Andrew B. Jackson, construction, 
Nanaimo; George A. Fetherstonhaugh, mainten- 
ance, New Westminster. 

Member No, 300, George A. Fetherstonhaugh, 
New Westminster plant, joined the chapter on 
February 10. Who is going to be Member No, 350? 

A fine showing of dues collections has been made 
this year, 75 per cent having been collected by the 
end of February. ‘The secretary would appreciate 
prompt payment of the outstanding 25 per cent in 
order that Chapter No. 53 may show 100 per cent 
collection of dues by March 31. 

Sincere sympathy is extended to Al. Miller, 
Allan Dye and Win Pipes, in their recent loss of 
loved ones, 

It is hoped that the annual meeting and dinner 
can be arranged for the latter part of April this 
vear. We look forward to a bigger and better 
gathering of old friends. 

“>: — 


Never Late for Work in 38 Years 
as Operator 
(Continued from Page 11) 
the former Jean Kennedy, played a number 
of musical selections, and Miss Nellie Nicol. 
Bayview, danced the Highland fling and the 
swerd dance. 

The tea table was centred with vellow and 
white ‘mums and yellow candles burned in 
silver sconces. Presiding at the urns were 
Mrs. A. J. Jack and Miss M. Moncrieff. 

Miss Mildred McGillivray was the general 
convener, assisted by the Mesdames M. 
Bovyer, E. Dixon, G. Niven, E. Pearce, J. 
Ruston and the Misses P. Anderson, J. Blair, 
M. Carroll, A. Church, B. Diebolt, A. Hopper, 
D. Lavender, T. Legge, D. Me- 
MecKinnie, I. Millard, N. Raven- 
Thornley, C. 


P. Jones, 
Gunigal, J. 
hill, M. Reid, A. Smart, V. 
Wilson and W. Woodward. 
BATS = 
The Hard Way 
IN reporting the launching of a ship this 
classic appeared in a marine magazine not 


long ago: 

“Completing an impressive ceremony, the 
lovely daughter of the founder smashed a 
bottle of champagne over her stern as she slid 
eracefully down the ways.” 

Serres : 
Tracuer: “Which 
cold?” 

Pupil: “Heat.” 

‘Teacher: “What makes you think so?” 

Pupil: “Well, vou can cateh cold.” 


travels faster, heat or 


Feet 











In Memoriam 





Fit. Lieut. James T. Hardy 
huicgur Lizurenant James Thomas Hardy, 
aged 22 vears, son of Archie Hardy, the B. C. 
Telephone Company’s plant man at Merritt, 
lost his life when his ’plane was forced down 
in the North Sea in November. 

He received 
his wings at Mae- 
leod, Alberta, in 
August, 1942, 
and instructed at 
Vulean, Alberta, 
and Dauphin, 
Manitoba, before 
going overseas. 
He had made 
many flights over 
Germany, as well 
as to Norway and 
other occupied 
territories. 

In Mer ritt, 
where he was 
born, Jim Hardy 
was captain of 
the Merritt 
Midgets which 
won the provin- 
cial hockey cham- 
pionship a few years ago. Prior to his en- 
listment, he was employed by Fernie Brothers, 
electrical contractors in Kamloops. 

Archie Hardy, Jr., 
of the B. C. Tele- 
phone Company, 
Victoria, is an elder 
brother. 

* * 

Bdr. William 

Keays 


Bor. William H. 
Keays, of the Cana- 
dian Army, only son 
of Mrs.C. M. Keays, 
the B. C. Telephone 
Company's agent at 
Golden, was killed 
in action in France 
on July 23, last. 

Born and edu- The late Bdr. William 
cated in Golden, Keays. 


The late Flt.-Lieut. J. T. 
Hardy, son of Archie Hardy, 
district plant man at Merritt, 
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William Keays was one of the first group in 
the Golden district to enlist. He joined up 
up in September, 1939, and went overseas in 
August, 1940, with an anti-tank unit. He 
met his death in the Caen area. 

A keen sportsman, he liked curling, fishing 
and hunting in particular. In one of his let- 
ters, he mentioned that spring in England did 
not smell the same as his old favorite ground, 
the Columbia River. 

In addition to his mother, he is survived 
by his wife, in Calgary, and his sister, Mrs. 
Langstatf, of Nelson. 

* * 


Mrs. Albert Miller 

Mrs. AtBerr Mirtuer, wife of the British 
Columbia Telephone Company’s retired super- 
vising foreman, died at the family home in 
Vancouver on January 1. By an earlier mar- 
riage she was the mother of Earl Wintemute, 
of the Marine-Pacific maintenance staff, and 
of John Wintemute, cable splicer. 

She was born in Muskoka, Ontario. The 
family made the journey from there to Win- 
nipeg by sleigh over old Dawson route, in 
1872, and settled in New Westminster in 1877. 

In addition to her husband and two sons, 
Mrs. Miller is survived by three daughters, 
Mrs. KE. Devlin, Los Angeles; Mrs. Frank 
Bott, Oakland, and Mrs. Lorne Godfrey, Van- 
couver; four brothers, three sisters, and 14 
grandchildren, three of whom are overseas. 
One, Jack Wintemute, only son of John 
Wintemute, is a prisoner in Germany. There 
are also four great-grandchildren. 

%¥ * 


Mrs. W. S. Pipes 

Mrs. Winrietp S. Pipes, wife of the B. C. 
Telephone Company's development engineer, 
died on January 29 following a lengthy ill- 
ness. Prior to her marriage, she was a mem- 
ber of the Fairmont operating staff. 

Surviving, in addition to her husband, are 
one daughter, Marilyn Elizabeth, at home; 
her mother, Mrs. B. M. Bronson, of Surrey; 
and one brother, Leslie Clifton, and = one 
sister, Mrs. L. Tupling, of Vancouver. 

%¥ *& * 


Mrs. F. W. Kennedy 
Mrs. fF. W. Kennepy, widow of Rev. Francis 
William Cassillis Kennedy, and mother of 
Gilbert A. Kennedy, the B. C. Telephone 
Company's auditor, passed away on February 
14 at her home, 1931 W. 49th avenue, Van- 


~— 


couver. She was in her 77th vear. 


i] 
tO 
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Bowling Club, Vancouver 


HE Circuits team won the championship 
of the second third of the B. C. Tele- 
phone Mixed Bowling League, after 
Signals had taken the first part honors, and 
the final round got under way on February 27. 


Miss May Hickey and Bob Baillie are still 
the top trundlers for the ladies and men, re- 
spectively. 


Following are the individual averages for 
those who have bowled 10 games or more, as 
at February 20: 


MEN 
B. Baillie... 219 K. Haspel ........ 169 
J. Wiemar .......... 203_—sO#B.. Lindsay ................. 167 
G. Mitchell 0. 199 K. Cavalsky ................. 165 
L. Foulkes... 197 S. Adkins wu. 165 
J. Barker ose 196 B. Newbold .............. 163 
J. Henderson .............. 185 OE. Davis 162 
Gi SORT crcecssissniverssesssesesiee 185 H. Pelzman ............... 162 
E. Hilton oe 182. ‘TT. Williamson ........ 158 
K. Ralph wens 181 R. Arbuthnot ........... 157 
‘T. Johnston .............. 181 D. McClugan .......... 156 
Ci Card ess pds 179 SN. Spencer .................. 156 
R. Vanderpoel .......... 77S Jw. Hillier ow... 154 
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Williams Repeats as Uplands President 


R. F. (Bos) Wixuiams, of the Victoria plant 
department, has been re-elected president of 
the Uplands Golf Club for the 1945 season. 
This will be Bob’s third term of office. 


— i 


Sick Benefit Association 
MemMBERSHIP in the Telephone Employees’ 
Sick Benefit Association is open to all em- 
ployees of the B. C. Telephone Company and 


associated companies, and at the present time | 


there are approximately 1700 members. The 
association is operated and controlled by the 
members through their various committees 
elected at annual meetings, which are held 
in the latter part of April in each year. 


Complete coverage is provided for the pay- 
ment of doctors’ and hospital bills not only for 
the member, but also for his or her depend- 
ents. As administration charges are kept to 
the very minimum, the cost to the member for 
the above benefits is extremely reasonable, 
and all employees not already members, are 
urged to avail themselves of this very neces- 
sary protection. 


Members will be receiving notification by 
mail of the time and place of the annual 


meeting, and are urged to make an effort to 


be present. Reports of the past year will be 
submitted for approval, officers will be elected 
for the coming year, and ambitious plans for 
the future will be discussed. Please make 
sure that your correct address is listed. 


The association office in Vancouver is open 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily at 768 Seymour 
street (telephone MArine-9171, local 4814), 
or if more convenient, you may telephone the 
general secretary during the evening at ALma 
1988 for any further particulars. 


A complete list of representatives and offi- 
cers will be listed in a later issue. 
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Vancouver and the Mainland 





Vancouver Toll 
HE Long Distance War Service Club has 
elected officers for the year 1945 as follows: 
Miss Elvine Benson, president; Miss Lois 
Coates, treasurer; Miss Lrene Gay and Miss Maude 
Eecleston, parcel committee. 

The receipts for the year 1944 were $532.77 and 
the expenditures were $526.33. 

During the year the club sent 76,800 cigarettes 
overseas, also 53 parcels to the Armed Services, 
one parcel to the Y. M. C. A. at Halifax, three 
parcels of children’s knitted garments, to St. 
Christopher’s Children’s Hospital, Kent, England, 
and five parcels of toys and knitted dolls to 
Military Headquarters, London, for a children’s 
Christmas party. 


* * 


Dial Service 
Miss Sybil Potter has been transferred to Observa- 
tion. 

Miss Phyllis Wilkes has resigned on account of 
ill] health. A tea was held in her honor at the home 
of Miss Helen Johnston. As a parting gift Miss 
Wilkes received a make-up kit and gold lapel 
locket from the staff. 

Miss BE. Wilson and Miss J. Tlearnden resigned 
to join the Army. 

The Sey-Ops Service Club donated 21 pairs of 
hand-knitted socks to the Vancouver Sailors’ 
Home. Mr. Johnston, superintendent, expressed 
pleasure upon receiving them, 

* sl * 
Fairmont Traffic 


Miss Gloria Newman, Mrs. Irene Forster and Mrs. 
Beatrice Millar have resigned, 





Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Webb and bridal party. 


The bride is 
the former Miss Shirley Scarfe, Iastings operator, and the 
bridesmaid standing second from the bride is Miss Randi 

Haakensen, of the Hastings staff. 





Mr. and Mrs. Eric Roger, whose marriage took 

place on November 8 in St. John’s Anglican 

Church, Vancouver. The bride is the former Miss 
“Bubbles” Smith, West desk clerk. 


Miss Barbara Wither has been transferred to 
Dexter. 

Miss Kathleen Harpur has been transferred to 
Dial Service. 

Miss Sigrid Forsman resigned to be married, 

Miss Celia Onton and Miss Hilda Lothian re- 
signed. 

The sympathy of the staff is extended to Miss 
Hazel Hopfe in the loss of her brother at sea. 

Miss Gwendolynne Prior has been 
transferred to ‘Toll. 

Miss Anne Cochrane has been 
transferred to General ‘Traffic. 

Miss Norma White has resigned to 
live in Nova Scotia. 


% * * 


Hastings Traffic 
Recent visitors to the office were 
Mrs. Davidson (nee Betty Stone), 
former Hastings operator, now of 
Louisiana, U. S. A., and her small 
son; and I,/Seaman KE. A. Silvester, 
R. C. N. V.. R. recently returned 
from convoy duty in the North Sea. 
The latter is a brother of Miss Edith 
Silvester, Hastings supervisor. 

Buckerfield’s Limited again re- 
membered the staff at Christmas- 
time with a gift of chocolates. 

Miss Irene Davis has been trans- 
ferred to ‘Trail. 
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The gift of the 
staff to Miss Mar- 
garet Gale on the 
occasion of her 
Inarriage was a 
pair of blankets. 


* * x 


West Traffic 
Tuk West Vancou- 
ver Branch of the 
Canadian Red 
Cross Society has 
sent a letter of 
appreciation to the 
West staff for the 
contributions made 
to the Prisoner of 
War Fund. Kach 
operator contrib- 
utes 50 cents, and 
the total contribu- 
tions to date are 





Mr. and Mrs, William A. 
Bjorklund, whose wedding 


7 $104.50. 
took place on December 28, The wedding of 
Mrs. Bjorklund is - ; 
[rs. Bjorklund is the for AW2 June Jewitt 


mer Miss Margaret Gale, 


Hastings eachange clerk. and BO Robert 


Spence, D.P.M., 
took place in’ the 
chapel of the R. C. A. F. Edmonton station on 
January 38.) Mrs. Spence is a former West operator, 
and is now on duty at an R.C. A. F. Kdmonton 
station. FO Spence was awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Medal after his bomber had been shot down 
near ‘Tobruk. He and an Australian member of 
his crew walked back to the British lines over a 
distance of 500 miles in 28 days. 


Langara Traffic 


Miss Dorothy Daft, operator, has resigned. Her 
parting gift from the staff was a sterling silver 
bracelet with matching ear-rings,. 





Vancouver Plant : ———— 
Tur girls of the plant 
department were = en- 
tertained recently at 
the home of Miss Car- 
oline Corless, who has 
left for New Zealand, 
where she is to be 
married, 


Miss Corless was 
honor guest at many 
showers, including a 
luncheon held in Jan- 
uaryin the plant build- 
ing, at which she was 
presented with a 
blanket by her fellow 
workers. 


New Westminster 
Traffic 





Tun Misses M. Gibson, 0m Douglas Downie, 
A. Clarke and DD.  tine-month-old son of the 
Bowie have resigned former Jessie Manson, 
to be married. Miss Bayview operator. 


P. Putnam has also 
resigned, On leaving, each employee was pre- 
sented with a gift from the staff. 

Contributions from the subscribers of chocolates 
and plants were received by the staff at Christmas. 

A substantial sum was given by the operators to 
the Annual Christmas Fund, 

Recent visitors to the office were Miss Gladys 
Bray, Chilliwack operator, and Wren Doris Knud- 
sen, former member of the operating staff, now 
stationed at Galt, Ontario. 


These photos of Miss Treva Kemble, Bayview senior operator, were taken on a recent holiday trip to 
California, where she made friends with members of the movie colony. At the left she is pictured in an 
autoette at Long Beach; at the right, with a friend in Randolph Scott's swimming pool, 





Ladner 
A strower honoring Miss Fern Harris, a recent 
bride, was given by the staff of the Ladner office 
at the home of Miss Erma Burr, on January 26. 

The shower gifts were presented to the bride- 
elect on a tea waggon, wheeled in by Miss Doreen 
Davidson and presented by Miss Florence Dwight 
on behalf of the members of the staff. 

Those invited were the Misses KE. A. Mason, 
Florence Dwight, Doreen Davidson, Phyllis Hear, 
Annabelle Engelland, Pat Plewes, Frances Hat- 
field and Betty Burr; Mrs. Harry Burr, Mrs. J. J. 
Harris, Mrs. Mildred Allison, Mrs. Edwin Follis, 
Mrs. Edgar Dunning, Mrs. Mervyn Smith, Mrs. 
Emile Laurent, Mrs. Jerry Morrison and Mrs. 
Don Hills. 


* *% * 


Ex-Tel-O Club 

ix-TeL-O Crus elected officers for 1945 at its re- 
cent annual meeting when Miss W. Molyneux was 
chosen president by acclamation; with Mrs. G. 
Huggett as vice-president; Mrs. M. Ferguson, 
treasurer; Mrs. L. Rattenberry, recording secre- 
tary (pro-tem); Mrs. L. Grange, corresponding 
secretary. 

Committees are: Financial, Miss N. Radcliffe, 
convener, with Mrs. M. McLeod and Mrs. S. Fos- 
ter; social convener, Mrs. H. Forrest and com- 
mittee, Mesdames H. Found, K. Brown, A. Hall, 
Ky. Rutledge, I. Hilton, F. Roach, KE. Davidson; 


ee, 
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refreshments, Mrs. A. LaBelle, convener, with Mrs. 
L.. Babington, Mrs. P. McEwen, Mrs. H. Smith, 
Mrs. I. Hartin, Mrs. C. Trim, Mrs. D. Chambers, 
Mrs. K. Hilton; telephone convener, Mrs. D. Cal- 
der, with Mrs. E. Dixon, Mrs. E. Davies, Mrs. IL. 
Armstrong; wool buyer, Mrs. F. Roach. Sewing 
is in charge of Mrs. G. Huggett and Mrs, M. Me- 
Leod. Mrs. G. Huggett and Mrs. L. Babington 
are in charge of sick and visiting. ‘The pianists are 
Mrs. M. MeRae and Mrs. C. Gurney. 

Outstanding work done by the club during 1944 
for the Merchant Marine and other organizations 
included 185 knitted articles and 44 quilts to the 
British Sailors’ Society, 64 quilts and many bundles 
of clothing to Spencer's “Bundles to Britain”, 
19,800 cigarettes to prisoners-of-war, donations to 
Crippled Children’s Hospital and to “The Shelter” 

Members “tagged” for Loyal Protestant Home 
and Poppy Day. 

Proceeds from the rummage sale and annual 
bazaar were used to provide Christmas cheer for 
the Seamen's Mission, C.W.A.C., Auxiliary, “The 
Sheiter”, Loyal Protestant Hlome, British Sailors’ 
Society for Sydney Hospital, Disabled War Vet- 
erans, Shaughnessy Hospital, Boy Scouts Associa- 
tion, Red Cross Prisoners-of-War food parcels. 

A most interesting letter was received from a 
purser on a merchant ship, expressing the appre- 
ciation of the crew for the library installed on their 
ship by this club. Three other ships were also 
equipped with libraries in 1944, 


Upper row, left to right: Miss L. Dunbavand, Nerrisdale supervisor, and Mrs. Lyons, former Wer- 
risdale operator, at Niagara Falls; Miss Vivienne Salter, Dexter operator, at Nansas City; and Miss 
Leona Fowler, Deater operator, at Los Angeles. Below: A panorama view of Lake Crescent, Wash- 


ington, photographed by Laurie 


Rimes, Victoria commercial, 
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Vancouver Island 





Victoria Traffic 
UR deepest sympathy is extended to Miss 
() Maud ‘Tait, toll chief supervisor, in the re- 
cent death of her sister, Mrs. “Flo” Green, 
who passed away suddenly on November 30, At 
the time of her death, Mrs. Green was chief oper- 
ator at the Empress Hotel P.B.X., and previous to 
that was on the Victoria toll staff. 

Cpl. and Mrs. Hugh Kelso, R. A. F., are receiv- 
ing congratulations on the birth of a son. Mrs, 
Kelso was formerly Edna Hooper, toll operator. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. Gerald Brigg are receiving con- 
gratulations on the birth of a daughter, Frances 
Vicki, born on September 12. 

Mrs. Brigg is the former Doris ‘Tadman, and 
was a long distance telephone operator in Victoria. 

* * * 


Sidney Traffic 


Memuers of the staff entertained at the home of 
the Misses M. and D. Enos, recently, in honor of 
Miss Muriel Mounce, a popular bride-elect. The 
vifts were presented in a basket decorated in 
maize and pale green. A bridal doll surmounted 
the gift basket. Refreshments were served from 
a table decorated with autumn flowers. 


Guests included: Misses Muriel 
Mounce, Margaret Mounce, Dorothy 
Mitchell, Dorothy Brethour, Dorothy 
Hall, Muriel Hall, Gwen Veefkind, 
Helen Cochrane, Joan Thomas, [rene 
Mounce, ‘Thelma Olsen, Margaret 
Morrey, Phyllis John, Beverly Bow- 
cott, Elizabeth Beale, Alberta Mce- 
Gill, Beatrice Palmer, and Mesdames 
C. C. Mounce, Philip Brethour, Rita 
John, Frank Hunt, H. G. Horth 
and Frank Young. 

A miscellaneous shower honoring 
Miss Muriel Mounce was held at the 
home of Miss Doreen Mitchell, Sixth 
street, recently. Miss Mounce was 
the recipient of many gifts. About 
25 guests were present, 


* *% * 
Cumberland 
Miss Dorothy Bogo, combination 


operator, who resigned in October, 
was married on November 18 at St. 
John the Baptist Catholic Church 
to Andrew Cullen Harvie. Her at- 
tendants were Miss Grace Watson 
and Miss Margaret Harvie, both 
members of the telephone — staff. 
Little Lorna Cleland, niece of the 
bride, was flower girl, and Norman 
Moracchi and Jack Bennie were 
groomsmen, : 


Duncan 





Miss Olive Critchley, new 


chief 
who succeeded Miss Clara 
Whidden, retired, 


Miss Ann Beveridge, agent-chief operator, has 
gone to Calgary on a three months’ leave of 
absence. 

————>—_—— 

A “Thank You” for Miss Tait 
Miss M. ‘Tait, toll chief supervisor, Victoria, is in 
receipt of a letter from Miss Mimi Brodie, of Lon- 
don, England, expressing thanks on behalf of the 
Klizabeth Tflospital for Children, for packets of 
used stamps which Miss ‘Tait has been sending. 
The stamps are sold and the proceeds devoted to 
the hospital funds. 

The letter to Miss ‘Tait follows: 

“Dear Miss ‘Tait: 

“Several useful packets arrived from you of 
stamps for the Elizabeth Hospital for Children, 
and for which we are deeply grateful. 

“Since writing to you we have been through some 
terrible Blitz Bomber Air Raids, and so you can 
easily understand how our wards are filled to 
‘apacity with casualties from amongst little in- 
jured ones of the East End, however, the weather 
is good for evacuating the school children, and the 
little injured victims are conveyed by ambulance 
to our country convalescent homes, where the doc- 
tors and nurses do all that is possible to heal 
wounds caused by the dreadful 
robots. 

“We certainly are living in dan- 
gerous times, and it is wonderful 
how we are protected even when we 
expect a catastrophe to happen, 
somehow the bombs or robots do not 
always reach their target, but Provi- 
dence directs them to fields, golf 
courses, ponds, rivers, ete., and that 
is how we live from day to day, hop- 
ing ‘for the best yet to be’. 

“With kind regards, and thanking 
you, dear Miss Tait, for all your 
kindness to us to help with our 
efforts to relieve the suffering of 
this cruel war. 

“T remain, 

“Sincerely yours, 


(Sgd.) “Mimi Bropre”. 
++. 


A Vicrorta employee visited the 
Hard of Hearing club to make ar- 
rangements to rent their hall. While 
waiting for an interview, a dear old 
lady leaned forward and enquired, 
“What is the matter with your bat- 
teries, my dear, are they dead?” 
—__.-2-Q——______ 
operator, 
Buy War Savings Certificates—and 
hold on to them! 


A Few Lines from the Front Lines 
(Continued from Page 19) 

“IT came across Eddie Esson a couple of 
wecks ago. He is still the same Eddie, except 
for his beard. I also met Jeff’s young boy— 
he and Eddie are in the same lot. 

“T haven’t much news, so I’ll sign off by 
saying a Merry Christmas and a Victory New 
Year to all you boys.” 

*% ¥ oy 


Cer. C. E. (Bill) Hurst, of the R. C. A. F., 
formerly of Vancouver maintenance, writes: 

“Since I last wrote you, I have received 
several cartons of cigs. sent to me by the 
members of the Co. Please convey my sin- 
cere thanks to them for their gifts to us over 
here. We truly appreciate your kindness very 
much. Much has happened since I last wrote 
you, which was on the eve of the invasion, 
and now with our armies on the German bor- 
der, victory may not be so far off. In the 
Far East, the war moves closer to Japan. We 
have been kept very busy of late, which I 
suppose is now natural. The weather has 
been anything but good these days; changes 
very quickly and is never stable. I suppose 
there have been references in the newspapers 
out there as to just how wet it has been over 
here these past few months. I imagine it 
has been a great handicap to the boys fighting 
in France. The last time I was in London 
was last April, over seven montlis ago, there- 
fore I have not seen the results of the flying 
and rocket bomb damage, which has been very 
great. I am hoping to spend my next leave, 
this coming January, in London with a chum 
of mine. My last leave in October was spent 
between Liverpool and Birmingham, quieter 
than usual, but none the less very enjoyable. 
Now we are looking forward to Christmas, 
which is exactly one month away. The 
authorities usually go out of their way on 
that day to give us a real good meal. That is 
the one day in the year when the officers wait 
on the men. By the way, the latest carton of 
cigs. arrived today, so please give my regards 
to all the boys and convey my appreciation 
to them.” 

* * # 

Samn. J. F. McCready, of the Canadian 
Army, formerly of Vancouver construction, 
writes: 

“Hi there, how’s every little thing going 
with you back there in good old Van? O.K., 
I hope. It has been so long since I last wrote 
to you I’d almost forgotten how to write. But 
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we haven’t had much time for writing lately, 
as we have been very busy, going night and 
day, as the boys ahead have been moving 
ahead so fast, and it takes some going, build- 
ing lines to them. Just as you get it there, 
they are on the move again, and it starts all 
over again, mad rush keeping up with them. 
Right now, four of us out on a test point in 
Holland, first break we have had since arriv- 
ing over. Here’s hoping there’s not too much 
trouble while we are here. May be able to 
catch up on some letter writing and things. 
Were in Belgium here and there for a few 
weeks. Really not a bad country, people 
scem to be O.K. The towns and cities are 
all in good shape, odd place might have got a 
bit shaken up, outside of that one wouldn’t 
know there was a war there. Jerry moved out 
so fast, didn’t have time to do much damage. 
France sure got a going over. Don’t think I 
saw a place there that wasn’t smashed up— 
Caen, Cherbourg, St. Lo, well, those places 
got the works, not a building standing. Was 
over to Brussels and Antwerp a few days ago. 
Holland is almost same as Belgium. Only 
difference is the language, and a lot of wind- 
mills and low country. The weather over here 
has been off and on, few days of sunshine, and 
few of rain, and it sure comes down oncc it 
starts. Something like Vancouver, no? It 
looks as if the war will end up soon now. We 
all hope so. Once I get my feet on Canadian 
soil again, it-s going to be mighty hard to get 
them off. Oh yes, I want to thank vou for the 
cigs., which I received a week ago. They 
saved the day. Thanks a million.” 
a er Caer 


‘Phone Service as Usual During 

Transportation Tie-up 
THanks to the co-operation of the public, 
who were asked in radio and newspaper ad- 
vertising to refrain from unessential calling, 
and to the B. C. Telephone Company’s ar- 
rangements for transporting staff to and 
from work, there was no interruption to tele- 
phone service in Vancouver and New West- 
minster during the street car and bus tie-up 
of January 9 to 18. Victoria, where local 
service is provided entirely by dial, presented 
even less of a problem than the other two 
points. 

A strike of Vancouver Island bus drivers, 
January 6 to 12, affected the load at several 
of the island offices, particularly at Nanaimo, 
where the coach lines are the chief means of 
transportation. 
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Bouquets in Our Mail Bag 





“Wonderful Co-operation from Operators 
and Service Men” 


From a letter to C. B. Diplock, general man- 
ager: 

“During the twenty-seven vears that the 
Board ’s offices have been located in Vancouver 
we have had to rely greatly on phone service 
in our administration. The kind of service 
we have had during all those years has been 
a constant source of satisfaction to me, and 
I do want to express my appreciation to vou 
and to your company for the wonderful co- 
operation your operators and service men 
have given us at all times. 

“The unfailing courtesy and efficiency of 
the members of your staff with whom we are 
in constant contact is something regarding 
which your company and the people of Van- 
couver have a right to be proud. I want to 
add my own personal thanks for the excel- 
lence of the service we are receiving.” 

—E. S. H. Wixn, 
Chairman, the Workmen’s Compensation 
Board. 


* %* 


A “Thank You” for Miss Golder 
From a letter to Miss Wilhelmina Golder, 
Hastings operator: 


“This is just a small token to show my 
mother’s and my appreciation of your quick 
thinking and alertness in your line of duty 
in notifying the ambulance for my brother, 
Mr. A. J. Williams. 

“Words alone cannot express what we feel, 
and we shall certainly never forget vour 
effort. 

“Thank you once again.” 

—Mrs. N. Wettwoop, 
Mrs. M. Cartey (Mother). 

(A five-dollar bill and theatre passes were 
enclosed with the letter of appreciation. ) 

% * % 


For Nanaimo Operators 


I’rnom a letter to Miss Myrtle Bell, chief oper- 
ator, Nanaimo: 


“Please accept my sincere thanks for the 
splendid and courteous service I received 
today when I had to make long distance phone 
calls to many island points. 


“Due to the Vancouver Island Coach lines 
strike it was necessary for my company’s 
papers to go forward by train instead of by 
bus, and each carrier had to be notified by 
phone of the change. 


“The speed with which these calls was put 
through was perfect.” 


—H. H. Sxipmore, 
Island Representative, 
Vancouver News-Herald. 
x * # 


For the Vancouver Toll Stait 


From a letter to Miss L. Boden, Long Dis- 
tance chief operator, Vancouver: 


“For the past year it has been necessary 
for our organization to carry on a great deal 
of its business over the long distance tele- 
phone, and 1] feel that I should write on 
behalf of my firm and thank you heartily for 
your very kind co-operation and courtesy that 
has been extended to this. firm by your long 
distance telephone operators. 


“We realize the adverse conditions under 
which your operators are forced to work, and 
it is indeed a pleasure to find an organization 
such as yours, whose employees, regardless of 
any adverse conditions, are always pleasant 
and congenial in their dealings with the 
public. If it is not too late, I would like to 
wish these girls, on behalf of the company, a 
very Merry Christmas, and the very best for 
the year 1945. Naturally, we do not know 
their names, but I sincerely trust that you will 
extend our grateful thanks from all of us 
at Marine 5933.” 

—R, G. Eve eicu, 
Manager, Hooper-Holmes Bureau. 
* * * 


Tribute to Telephone Talk 
Irom a letter to the editor: 


“I would like to express my appreciation of 
the fine job you are doing in turning out 
TELEPHONE Tak. To me it is an expression 
of teamwork — that spirit of caring and co- 
operation that will be so vitally needed in 
our post-war era of peace and security. 

“Thanking you again for a fine job.” 

-—Jim Doum, 


B. C. Telephone Co., Trail. 





Statement of Development, January 1, 1945 


No. of Tels. 


British Columbia ‘Telephone Co. Jan. 1, 1943 
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Duncan Sian Se TR asain 1,373 
SEO) al ech ER aa 221 
Golden _..... EE CO 60 
Grand Forks 253 
Greenwood sc a as 44 
SETI ILC] OD CT) rare aeRO DEES ete TN MER De ROR REN PURO 197 
PLLC ccc SO lai AAMAS cea Sisaaiemionee ae 445 
PIGGO > usin Aiea a A 82 
TAVOTINGORE:  seciccnccnnssnisunncioiemassototemanmmanes 77 
ROQMlOODS 5a: jconteicconsmaanamaee 2,067 
|p aa aN 9 PON OPED NEN MOE 85 
LAG C3 ee re $23 
Keremeos 61 
Ladner... 507 
EJRTIVONOIEIAD pata aoa cas 380 
OTT TCA pt cea 615 
Mayne Island. ........ 61 
Merritt i i aaa accel eaten 165 
EUG (7: | 2 Eaeesy ee eee CC TT Nee nee nen een ee OE OA $2 
WO RATIO er ecm 2.676 
Nelson eee See a! SOE A 2,003 
New Denver SR a RNS Beeasinibtidh 72 
IOEAY FV OSUIITITISCON: sscinsissiicccssessicisiccseenticernnesatesenies 6.395 
North Vancouver ..... Sindiccariscleeslicausepastbtibeh 4,001 
Oliver 207 
PSA 265 
Port Alberni 1,803 
POSE (\GOGUILIBI: sssissssiccricousnciatniniannnnecncinacies 212 
Port Moody | 186 
PRINGGEON: wei ee, 157 
Richmond Ae Z 1,022 
a ait ccc ance aieenicanaanioaee 28 
Rossland 447 
Sidney 6A5 
Sooke 47 
‘Lyell 2. a TALIS se 2.601 
Ean RTT O GhT aR Rise... cacuniclsceasuencsnieanspnieineamionies 88.838 
Victoria ee ee 22,535 
West Vancouver. ......... 2,487 
Ne 15 7 t) fs [ete Sac aE Se SERA 11 
ee Ate Netra cosncentteienteartieenaesesnanreenviens 524 
Totals ...... rece wasdgslssccaabips 148,447 
Chilliwack Telephones Ltd......... 1.264 
Kootenay ‘Telephone Co. Ltd. 
CPO ee iil eecrteneeenerneaiien 487 
Creston 237 
Fernie 220 
Kimberley 219 
FUT Ee nO a. coansneieomeeecoroeesrunrsnns 54 
LM TER, LDPS LAT LIT) ECR IE eer 29 
CROCE IS: sssitecisecs cect easeaccaaeacsesacesteaseonseeribess 1,246 
North-west Telephone Co, 
Campbell River oasne 112 
Ceara Fave. Sccccsscsicseseteccrccssccccrtscccece 153 
Powe) eR vei a eee eae 1,210 
Prince George . = 405 
STEUER Se CE ck aac taaaciniceonemecconnnnens , 3 
Totals. wiSsiciwasnsue scare 1.883 
Mission Telephone Co. Ltdeinnccccssssssssene 360 
Totals for ahove companies 153.200 
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Thousands Wait 
tor Home 
Telephones 

° 
We regret that war 
restrictions still 


prevent relief 


